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For The Year Ending December 31, 1992
Please bring this Town Report to Town Meeting
on Tuesday, March 9, 1993
Printed bv LETTERMAN PRESS, Clarrmoiu. MI O'M \^
TOWN OFFICIAL CALENDAR
SELECTMEN MEET - Town Hall - Bi-weekly
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Last Wednesday - 7:30 p.m.
Susan Metsack, Chairperson
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Sam Stephens, Chairperson
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2nd Monday - 7:00 p.m.
Chris Noonan, Chairperson
ROAD COMMISSION - Town Hall - Ralph Balla, Chairperson
HISTORICAL SOCIETY - Library - Brad Bascom, Chairperson
LIBRARY TRUSTEES Library
2nd Wednesday - 9:30 a.m. (and as needed)
Ruth Balla, Chairperson
RECYCLING COMMITTEE Town Hall
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Kenneth Grant - 1993
CameHa Amell - 1993
Richard Stewart - 1994
Lyman A. Young - 1995
Brenda G. Longley - 1995
Leon F. Newton
Scott Luther-Houghton
Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Roselva Dearden - 1998
Gordon Gowen - 1994






Marguerite Hanson - 1993
Sandra Lord - 1994
Olga Bassinne - 1995
Ruth Balla - 1993
Nancy Sandoe - 1994
Fay Knicely - 1995
Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Roscoe D. Clark - 1993
Brenda G. Longley - 1993
Waldo Streeter - 1994
Susan Metsack - 1994
Craig Lawler - 1995
Ralph Balla - 1995
Camelia Amell - Selectmen
Don Porter
David Bascom - 1993
James Phinizy - 1993
Ralph Balla - 1994
Joseph Boivin - 1994
Gordon Gowen - 1995
Steve Levin - 1995
Olga Bassinne - 1993
Susan Metsack - 1993
John Herpel - 1994
Marguerite Hanson - 1994
Bruce Bascom - 1995
Jack Rieck - 1995
Conservation Commission
Tree Warden
Zoning Board of Adjustment
Appointed as Zoning Board Alternate
Recreation Committee
Fall Mountain Reg. School Board
Member
Sullivan County Reg. Refuse
Disposal Dist. Representative
SCRRDD Alternate




Geraldine Rudenfeldt - 1995
Malcolm Beverstock - 1995
Samuel Stephens - 1993
Laurie Luther-Houghton - 1993
Brian xMiller - 1994
Michael Hulser - 1994
G. Kristian Fenderson
JefFFoote- 1995
Edward Metsack - 1995
Paul Colsmann - 1993
Paul Turcotte - 1993
James Phinizy - 1994
John Herpel
Robert Skinner - 1995
Howell Longley - 1993
Randa Tenney - 1993
Christopher Noonan - 1994











MINUTES OF TOWN MEETING
MARCH 10, 1992
To the inhabitants ofthe Town ofAcworth in the County of Sulhvan
in said state, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town Officers, and
any other questions, to the Town Hall on Tuesday the 10th day ofMarch
next, between the hours of two of the clock in the afternoon until nine
of the clock in the evening to act upon the following articles:
The Reverend Marvin Schmid offered prayer.
ARTICLE ONE: Voted by non-partisan ballot for the following
Town Officers:
Lyman A. Young Selectmen - Three Year Term
Brenda G. Longley Town Clerk - Three Year Term
Leon F. Newton Tax Collector
Earl F. Luther, Jr. Treasurer
Roselva A. Dearden Supervisor of Checklist -
6 Year Term
Selectmen Overseer of Public Welfare
Joan Whitcomb Auditor
Selectmen Dog Warden
Olga Bassinne Trustee of Trust Funds -
Three Year Term
Fay Knicely Library Trustee - 3 year term
Ralph Balla Budget Committee - 3 yearterm
Craig Lawler Budget Committee - 3 year term
Bruce Bascom Planning Board - 3 year term
John H. Rieck Planning Board - 3 year term
Gordon Gowen Road Committee - 3 year term
Steven Levin Road Committee - 3 year term
ARTICLE TWO: Motion was made by Craig Lawler and seconded by
Lorraine Dion to accept the minutes ofthe Town Meeting ofMarch 12,
1991. Motion Passed
ARTICLE THREE: Motion was made by George Hanson and seconded
by Barbara Clark to empower the Selectmen to serve as pound keepers,
measurers of wood and fence viewers. Motion Passed.
ARTICLE FOUR: Motion was made by Thomas Esslinger and sec-
onded by Geraldine Rudenfeldt to authorize the Selectmen to borrow
money in anticipation of taxes. Motion Passed.
ARTICLE FIVE: Motion was made by Craig Lawler and seconded by
Louisa Paquette to appropriate Sixteen Thousand Dollars for Fire and
Rescue Service, to be paid to the Acworth Volunteer Fire & Rescue Co.,
Inc. in two equal installments, the first installment to be paid on or
before April 1, 1992, and the second installment to be paid on or before
October 1, 1992 and before the second installment is received from the
Selectmen, the Selectmen shall receive annually from the Fire Co. a
Certificate of Liability Insurance with the Town named as additional
insured and a certificate of Workmans Compensation Insurance. Mo-
tion passed as amended.
ARTICLE SIX: Motion was made by Valerie Shand and seconded by
Olga Bassinne to appropriate Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) for
improvements and repairs to the building known as the "Mica Shed" at
the Mill Pond Acre. Motion Passed.
ARTICLE SEVEN: Motion was made by Lorraine Dion and seconded
by Paul Turcotte to raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year and make appropriations of
the same as recommended in the Budget by the Budget Committee.
Motion passed.
ARTICLE EIGHT: Motion was made by John Tuthill and seconded by
Alston Barrett to direct the Board of Selectmen and/or their solid waste
representatives to investigate more economical alternatives of dispos-
ing of its Municipal Solid Waste and to direct the representatives to
submit a written report on said investigation by June 15, 1992. Motion
passed as amended.
ARTICLE NINE: Motion was made by Carl Henninger and seconded
by George Hanson to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply for,
accept and expend withiout futher action by town meeting, money from
the state, federal or other governmental unit or a private source which
becomes available during the year, in accordance with RSA 31:95-b.
Motion Passed.
ARTICLE TEN: Motion was made by Alice Brown and seconded by
Lorraine Dion to authorize the trustees of the Silsby Public Library to
apply for, accept and expend money from private or governmental
sources without further action by Town Meeting; such funds to be
administered according to usual regulations and procedures regarding
library funds. Motion Passed.
ARTICLE ELEVEN: Motion was made by Earl Luther and seconded
by Tracy Hanson to vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept
on behalfofthe town gifts, legacies and devises made to the town in trust
for any public purpose as permitted by RSA 31:19. Motion passed.
ARTICLE TWELVE: Gordon Gowen got up and spoke about every-
body getting out and going to the school meeting on May 2, 1992.
Ralph Balla made a motion and Kenneth Christie seconded it to adjourn
the meeting.
Meeting was recessed at 9:32 p.m. to count ballots.
Meeting was adjourned at 10:51 p.m.
Brenda Longley
Town Clerk
CANDroATES RUNNING FOR OFFICE
Moderator - 3 Year Term
Selectmen - 3 Year Term
Tax Collector
Treasurer
Overseer of Public Welfare
Auditor
Constable
Trustee of Trust Fund
3 Year Term
Library Trustee - 3 Year Term
Budget Committee - 3 Year Term
Vote for Two
Road Committee - 3 Year Term
Vote for Two














WARRANT FOR ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
MARCH 9, 1993
To the inhabitants of the Town ofAcworth in the County of SulHvan
in said state, qualified to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to bring in your votes for Town Officers, and
any other questions, to the Town Hall on Tuesday the 9th day ofMarch
next, between the hours of two of the clock in the afternoon until nine
of the clock in the evening to act upon the following:
ARTICLE ONE: To vote by non-partisan ballot for the following
Town Officers:
One Selectman to serve for a term of three years.
Treasurer to serve for a term of one year.
Tax Collector to serve for a term of one year.
Trustee of Silsby Library to serve for a term of three years.
Trustee of Trust Funds to serve for a term of three years.
Two members of the Budget Committee to serve for terms of three
years.
Two members ofthe Planning Board to serve for terms ofthree years.
Two members of Road Committee to serve for terms of three years.
Overseer of Public Welfare to serve for a term of one year.
Auditor to serve for a term of one year.
One Moderator to serve for a term of three years.
One Constable to serve for a term of one year.
ARTICLE TWO: To see if the Town will accept the minutes of the
Town Meeting of March 10, 1992.
ARTICLE THREE: To see ifthe Town will empower the Selectmen
to serve as pound keepers, measurers of wood and fence viewers.
ARTICLE FOUR: To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen
to borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
ARTICLE FIVE: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropri-
ate $135,000.00 (One Hundred Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars) for the
reconstruction ofthe Graveled portion of Cold Pond Road (3 miles, more
or less) and to authorize the Selectmen to borrow not more than
$100,000.00 (One Hundred Thousand Dollars) repayable in four annual
increments of $25,000.00 (Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars) with the
balance of $35,000.00 (Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars) to be raised by
General Taxation.
ARTICLE SIX: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Selectmen to recover the disposal costs ofcertain items including but not
limited to: tires, demolition waste, construction waste, mattresses,
stuffed furniture, television sets, and appliances designed to use freon,
with a flexible schedule of fees.
ARTICLE SEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to raise such sums
of money as may be necessary to defray town charges for the ensuing
year and make appropriations of the same as recommended in the
Budget by the Budget Committee.
ARTICLE NINE: To see ifthe Town will vote to authorize the Board
of Selectmen to apply for, accept and expend without further action by
Town Meeting, money from the State, Federal or other governmental
unit or a private source which becomes available during the year, in
accordance with RSA 31:95-b.
ARTICLE TEN: To see ifthe Town will authorize the trustees ofthe
Silsby Public Library to apply for, accept and expend money from
private or governmental sources without further action by Town Meet-
ing; such funds to be administered according to usual regulations and
procedures regarding library funds.
ARTICLE ELEVEN: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the
Board of Selectmen to accept on behalf of the town, gifts, legacies and
devises made to the Town in trust for any public purpose, as permitted
by RSA 31:19.
ARTICLE TWELVE: "That the bottom line budget, less revenues,
and any other warrant article in excess of$50,000 of the Fall Mountain
Regional School District be voted on by referendum on the official
printed Town/School District Ballot." (Aforementioned official Ballot
also known as Australian Ballot) By Petition.
ARTICLE THIRTEEN: To transact any other business that may
legally be brought before this town meeting.











ARTICLE EIGHT: To see if the Town will vote to approve the










Oi CO IC lO lO CO O
o o oO T-H O
ctT
o o oo o o
o^ o_ o_
O" (M" lOO (N
X ^ ^CC -M CO
I c as
oooooooooooOOOOOu0OOOCX)OCO(X>OOiOTfOOOiO^"
o^ CO lO lO lo CO o
(M
O tTO r-(o o
o o oO rH OO (M
C^ (M <X>
o o oo o o
o^ o_ o^















oo o oO lOo oq
ooo
o o oo o u:)
Tt* Tt T-H







This year the selectmen implemented a system ofdisposal fees which
we hope will off-set some ofthe high costs at the transfer station. Tipping
fees for the project are going up once again this coming year. $61,628
spent last year for the station. We have held several meetings with the
Langdon Selectmen brainstorming on ways to cut cost. The recycling
committee has also worked hard this year to make our facility more
efficient. We feel that we are now at our best position thus far.
Efforts were made to find a police officer, many applications were
taken, however we are a part time operation and pay very little. We do
at this time have a police officer in training for the coming year. A new
state law mandates that we purchase his firearms.
Welfare becomes a greater concern as the economy is tougher on our
residents. 40% of our current budget has already been spent as I write
this report.
The Selectmen's budget this year was once again kept to a minimum,
to aid the tax base. We are very pleased with the job the state assessors
did in Acworth. They were people oriented and most helpful to the
Selectmen while doing a difficult job. Acworth is now at 96% ofmarket
value.
The sale of a Town owned lot on Black North Road netted $9,500.
There is a special article being proposed this year to upgrade Cold
Pond Road, as you probably know this has been an expensive road to









Culverts were installed on Heino, Cold Pond and Coffin Hill Roads.
Brush was cut on Grout Hill and Beryl Mt. Roads. Cleaned ditches on
Pickul Rd., Ryan's, Crescent Lake, Putnam and Derry Hill. Cut tops off
culverts on Crane Brook and Derry Hill. Hot top was put on Crescent
Lake Rd. Culverts were cleaned on Grout Hill, Crescent Lake, Putnam,
Beryl Mt., Lynn Hill and Coffin Hill. All roads needing mowing were
mowed. All sanders, plows and truck frames were sanded and painted.
There is some controversy concerning the merits of rubber edges vs.
metal edges on snow plows. My view is that rubber edges are cheaper
and vibrate the truck less so that plow and truck frames are far cheaper
to maintain. Ifthe Town insists on clean roads sufficient money must be
spent to shape up the roads, especially those black-tops which were built
on sand and have settled unevenly. The other requirement for a clean'
road wuld be greater use of salt, a practice used by the State but
abolished by Acworth years ago for environmental and economical
reasons.
If the Cold Pond proposal is approved (and I proposed it 5 years ago
for the worst spots)) carpet will be putdown to serve as a barrier between
mud and the gravel. This technique has been used around the state and
locally in Newport and Unity with good results.
I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has worked
with me this past year.
Respectfully submitted,





* * * LEVIES Of * * *
1993 1992
Uncollected Taxes












































































Less Bank Charges (258.56)
158,702.53
12/31/92 MMA STATEMENT 134,971.95
Late Receipts - 1992 26,219.03
Late Transfer - 1992 (4,310.50)
Check Acc't Balance 1.822.05
12/31/92 BALANCE: GENERAL FUND 158,702.53
Earl F. Luther, Jr.
Treasurer
REPORT OF CONSERVATION COMMISSION ACCOUNT
BALANCE 1/1/92 $2,332.64
Deposit: Balance of Appropriation 366.00
Interest 78.90
BALANCE 12-31-92 $2,777.54





















I have audited the records of the Tax Collector, Treasurer, Town













































































Springfield Humane Society 31.50
Transp. Dog to Springfield 25.00
FIRE
Fire Co. 16,000.00








Mowing Ball Field 165.00





UVLS Council Dues 580.00
TAXES Liens Bought by Town 69,974.39
ABATEMENTS, REFUNDS 8,117.42





LONG TERM NOTES, (PRINCIPAL) 20,000.00
PAYMENT TO COUNTY 122,642.00
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SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Town Hall and Lot
Lands Acquired Through Gift or Purchase:




Mica Shed and MPA 176











Salaries Paid by Treasurer
Supplies Paid by Treasurer
Received from Treas. Cap. Fund
INCOME FROM TRUST FUNDS
INTEREST ON SAVINGS ACCT.










BALANCE IN OPERATING FUNDS
BALANCE IN SAVINGS FUNDS
ACWORTH SELSBY LIBRARY TRUSTEES'
REPORT 1992
Trustees held monthly business meetings plus several work sessions,
Ruth Balla and Nancy Sandoe also attended the annual New Hamp-
shire trustees' meeting at the State Library in Concord.
Our staff was reduced this year, when Cindy Knight left to pursue a
teaching career. Barbara Davis continues as administrator and pro-
gram director, and Devick Hemmings is assistant administrator and
building custodian. Both are devoted employees, who are also active
members of the Friends of the Acworth Library. The stafF is supple-
mented by Terry LaClair, Carolyn Jerard, and other volunteers who
regularly contribute to library operations. The Friends of The Acworth
Silsby Library, under President Pegi Kish, published the Acworth
Newsletter, provided funds, services, programs, and labor that added
greatly to library services, while Kathryn Miller remains ever helpful
wherever she's needed.
After a two-year postponement, trustees and staffresumed building
improvement plans that include finishing the cellar, covering the
handicapped entrance, installing a wheelchair lift, restoring the first
floor rooms, and making all space more usable. An interest-bearing
building fund was established for this purpose. A donation from the
Friends and another from Everett Walsh got this fund off to a good start.
Detailed plans are expected from architect John Merkel during the
coming year. An intensive fund-raising campaign will be held this year.
The landscape plan became reality with donated plants and volun-
teer labor. The original landscape is now restored, and the area
surrounding the newer rear entrance has been improved with easy-care
perennials and shrubs donated by G.K. Fenderson.
The last of the exterior preservation work is scheduled for next
September, when the Institute for Historic Preservation will conduct a
workshop here. Participating masons will learn how to repair decora-
tive ribboning, and we will get our foundation restored without cost.
A substantial donation was received from Doris Hogan in memory of
her father, Don Sprague. Other donations were happily accepted from
the Female Charitable Society, the Acworth Woman's Club, Gail Haas,
Robert Potter, William and Anne Russell, The Ladies Community Aid,
the Up & Down Extension Group, Quest, and the Friends ofthe Library.
Donations were used to purchase books, periodicals, custom-made
cushions for the chairs, and increased the building fund. The Polaroid
Corporation replaced the instant camera; and many books, magazines,
video tapes and other materials were donated by individuals. The








1993 will mark the sixth year I have served as library administrator.
I have seen many changes that all Acworth residents can feel proud of.
Our library is more thanjust books, although there are many ofthese
(approximately 4,500 adult and more than 2,000 children's books). It is
a meeting place and community information center. We h ave a good size
video collection (over 150 tapes) for both adults and children, along with
a substantial audio tape collection.
The library has a video tape player, a sound tape player with head
phones, a slide projector, a 16mm film projector, and an instant camera
that may be checked out. There is a copying machine and a typewriter
that may be used in the library.
Free programs are scheduled monthly, plus additional programs
offered by the Friends ofThe Acworth Library. (See list ofcoming events
below.)
Last year the library had 285 registered patrons, who visited the
library a total of 2,125 times - an average of 14 people per library day.
Acworth school children visit regularly, and older children have been
making good use of the additional two hours the library is now open.
There are always many jobs to do at the library, and it would be
overwhelming for just one person. Fortunately, Devik Hemmings as
assistant librarian, shares the work load. There are a few faithful
volunteers that make a big difference as well. Their help is always
appreciated.
Thank you for your continued support ofthis important local institu-
tion.
Barbara Davis, Administrator
EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR 1993
January - Illustrators, Jonathan & Lisa Hunt. Slide show.
February - Card making
March - Pot luck and slide show of Lithuania by Linda Brenneman
April - Making paper May baskets
May - "The Birds" - Speaker from Harris Center
June - Children's Flea Market
July - Watermelon Cooler - 4th of July family concert
August - Annual book sale on Old Home Day weekend
September - Preservation workshop
Watch library bulletin board and Acworth Newsletter for details of
these and other libray events.
LIBRARY HOURS: Sundays: Ip.m - 4 p.m.




The State of New Hampshire's Land Conservation Investment Pro-
gram has ended matching funding with towns for conservation ease-
ments, and the Commission has the task of monitoring several large
easements, including those on the Moody, Roy and Clark properties.
This is surely a case where State funds and property owner generosity
have worked together to help preserve large areas of our town from
development beyond good rural use of the land. To reach further
easement agreements around town continues as a goal, but necessarily
without State assistance.
1992 has seen the Commission working to help define permitted
activities within Acworth's Conservation Zone consistent with our
zoning, conservation goals, and legitimate exercise of the landowner's
rights. We have also provided input regarding sand and gravel removal
operations.
We have moved toward involvement with Crescent Lake property
owners, including an informal survey regarding lake and domestic
water use to get a sense of conditions in this special area of town.
We have made progress in a continuing effort to complete an updated
list oftown properties as a step toward a description of these resources.
The improper disposal of household hazardous waste is an ongoing
problem lacking clear solutions. Even careful recapture, as in the
collection days of a few years ago, results in still questionable disposal,
has netted only a small percentage of these materials, but is of educa-
tional value. The NHATT Solid Waste Project is unlikely to sponsor any
such collection days in the near future. Lacking such collection makes
it hard to avoid both hazardous local incineration and in-town release
to our air, soils and waters. The Commission supports efforts to improve
on present circumstances, including collection days, but can offer no
really adequate plan of action. One action we all can take is to be sure
we really need the product before we bring it home.
We also support the town's efforts to recycle as this not only reduces
solid waste disposal costs, but also is a help in conserving resources. The
Commission encourages all to let us know of your concerns regarding
activities in town, and your ideas about what conservation goals the
Commission should be pursuing.
Respectfully submitted,
Sam R. Stephens, Chair
Laurie Luther-Houghton - Brian Miller - Michael Hulser




The road committee met three times in 1992. Areas of discussion at
the meetings included the need to develop a five year plan for road
improvements in town, duties and responsibilities of the road commit-
tee, the town road maintenance budget, town road maintenance in
general, and a request by the town selectmen concerning a recommen-
dation for improving Cold Pond Rd.
Considerable time and discussion was spent on the Cold Pond Road
issue, resulting in two proposals being drawn up and presented to the














In 1988 we sent 488 Tons to the incinerator and the cost was
$24,680.00. In 1992 we sent 408 Tons and the cost was $37,785.00.
Despite our recycling efforts which reduced our tonnage by 16%, our
tipping costs increased 53%. Ifwe had not made that reduction our costs
would have increased 83%. Separation and marketing remain the best
means, within our control as individuals, of holding down escalating
costs.
The key to successful marketing of recycables is careful separation.
Good separation means, for example, no colored glass in with clear. No
magazines in bundles of newspapers. No telephone books or large
catalogues in with magazines. No plastic or glass in the tin can bin.
Careless separation lowers the marketablity and can result in rejection.
In 1993 our plan is to provide better access to the open top blue bin
for demolition and construction waste and 'Brown Goods'; that bin costs
$90.00 per month to rent, $130.00 a trip to transport and $450.00 a load
to tip into a landfill in Brattleboro for a total of $670.00. It is hoped that
contractors will use on-site dumpsters for large projects and have their
waste trucked directly to a landfill, probably saving dollars.
Marlow mandates it, Alstead proposes to mandate it, Charlestown
considers enticement to encourage it and in Claremont you pay to do it;
in Acworth we continue to view recycling as a purely voluntary en-
deavor worth doing because it's the right thing to do.
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ACWORTH VOLUNTEER FIRE & RESCUE CO., INC.
1992 REPORT
Summary of Operating Costs for 1992 and Proposed Budget for 1993
ITEM SPENT '92 PROPOSED '93
Supplies (Oxygen, fire
extinguishers, turn out






Gas*, Oil for trucks
(Inc. storage tank/gas*) 854.00
Truck Maintainance 502.60
Communications 887.00



















Total contract request for 1993 (warrant art.)
$19,000.00
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ACWORTH VOLUNTEER FIRE & RESCUE INC.
1992 REPORT
Another year has gone by. The Acworth Rescue reponded to eighteen
calls, six less than last year. We'd like to welcome Tim Kirby as a new
member. He is currently taking the EMT course at Cheshire Hospital in
Keene. This fall the remaining five have to be recertified. During the
twelve years we have been EMT's the field has made many changes and
advancements. This is the reason we are required to recertify every two
years. Also the National Registry ofEMT's has increased the continuing
education requirements by twenty four hours, bringing the total num-
ber of hours required to seventy eight hours every other year for
education.
In additon to the above, the Company responded to the following calls
in 1992:
Chimney Fires - 6
Motor Vehicle Accident (No Suppression) - 3
Motor Vehicle (Fire Suppression) - 3
Mutual Aid Assistance - 5
Brush Fires - 3
Structure Fires - 5
The M-1 engine, after nearly twenty years of service, was recondi-
tioned by Dingee Machine Company of Cornish, N.H., and we expect it
to provide us with several more years of use as our main pumper.
Modifications were also made to the body during the reconditioning to
enhance the hose capabilities of th is unit. In addition, 500 feet of a new
style nylon hose was purchased and installed on the M-2 engine to
replace hose which had been in service more than twenty years.
Communications changes this year included installation of a new
mobile radio as part of the reconditioning of M-1, purchase of a
replacement pager, and modifications to improve the dependability of
the alarm system.
As part of an ongoing program, breathing apparatus has been
updated to meet current NFPA and safety standards. Since each change
in this type of equipment provides additional safety and effectiveness
to those who use it, it is important to maintain our apparatus in the
required manner. In this same area, additional pairs of bunker pants
have been purchased to bring our protective gear to requirement.
Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, 7:30 p.m.,
at the fire station. Drills and Details are scheduled between monthly
meetings, and training programs are made available through partici-
pating members of SWNH Mutual Aid.
Respectfully submitted,
Acworth Volunteer Fire & Rescue
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THE REPORT OF ACWORTH'S REPRESENTATIVE
TO THE
SULLIVAN COUNTY REG. REFUSE DISPOSAL DISTRICT
At the annual town meeting on March 10th, 1992, Acworth voted
unanimously to "direct the Board of Selectmen and/or their solid waste
district representative to investigate more economical alternatives of
disposing of its solid waste."(Article Eight). On May 11th, 1992 a report
was given to the Selectmen. It may be concluded that despite compelling
reasons to withdraw from the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Dis-
posal District there are considerable risks in doing so. Continued
membership in the District restricts the town's ability to pursue
alternatives.
The District's association with the NH/BT Solid Waste Project has
made it difficult for member towns to control costs and assure fiscal
accountability. Problems inclde the co-mingling of funds from two
states, ambiguity over statutory authority and the failure ofpast Project
management and leadership to conduct public business openly and
procure independent audits. Finally in 1992 an outside suditor was
hired for the 1991 audit. The auditor's report was issued in August and
offered some constructive critism, helping to clarify the extent of the
Project's deficit. Unfortunately leadership has chosen to return to the
past practice ofhiring an accounting firm with a long-standing relation-
ship to the Project for the 1992 audit.
Acworth, as a member of the Sullivan County Regional Refuse
Disposal District is bound by the terms of an unfavorable contract
between the District and the Wheelabrator Claremont Company L.P.
Wheelabrator operates what amounts to an uregulated waste disposal
monoply in the District, and is guaranteed payment whether district
waste is delivered to their incinerator or not. The District also subsidizes
some of the company's ash disposal costs. 1992 was the fifth year of a
twenty year agreement.
Efforts to renegotiate the contract with Wheelabrator by a self-
appointed group ofProject officials have been ongoingfor two years. The
District and towns have had little opportunity to participate in decisions
which will have serious economic and environmental implications for
years to come. While the demands on public funding increase and
available financial resources diminish, Sullivan County towns cannot
afford to continue paying the highest disposal fees in the region,
(approximately double the national average). Waste imports into the
county exceed the waste we ourselves generate and local communities
continue to assume long term debt and liabilities associated with
landfilling ash at the District's Newport dump.
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Lawsuits dating back to 1989 were settled out of court during 1992.
Legal fees exceeded $850,000. The total cost oflitigation over ashlandfill
design and construction reached over one million dollars. District
representatives voted to approve the settlement sight unseen in April
1992 and on October 27th voters in District towns approved bonding for
cost overruns and litigation expenses of $1.1 million, along with an
additional $1.4 million for new landfill construction. Voter turnout was
low. Acworth was one of the only towns to vote against the bond issue
and did so resoundingly. The town is nonetheless bound by the result
of the District-wide referendum. A legal challenge to the Project's
authority to incur debt outside of the annual budget process and prior
to voter approval was dismissed in February 1993. The court ruled the
issue moot as the construction of the new landfill was complete, and
voter approval, albeit after the fact, was obtained.
Acworth's share of the Sullivan County Regional Refuse Disposal
District's total outstanding long-term obligations, as approved by voters
in the first and only District referendum ever held on incurred debt (Oct.
27, 1992), is approximately $24,000. Whether a contractual obligation
to Wheelabrator is binding on the town remains in dispute. The absence
of a vote by the people authorizing the District to enter a long term
agreement involving nearly $30 million in private financing leaves
unanswered questions about the District's indebtedness and the contract's
validity.
Until a town votes to leave the District it is unclear how the Project
and the Company will respond. The Vermont Legislature has instigated
an investigation into the NHAHT Solid Waste Project which may help
resolve this issue. Until the investigation is complete District approval
ofan amended contract would be imprudent. A referendum vote seeking
authorization for the District to enter into a new long term contract
would help avoid the pitfalls experienced during the eighties when
appointed representatives committed public funds without voter ap-
proval, circumventing laws protecting citizens from taxation without
representation.
The change in management and leadership at the NHA^T Solid Waste
Project during 1992 is a positive step. Efforts in Acworth to increase
recycling and to reduce the amount of waste going to the incinerator in
Claremont remain the best means of controlling costs at present. Each
of us can help. Reduce Reuse and Recycle




HOME HEALTH CARE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES, INC.
REPORT TO THE TOWN OF ACWORTH
JANUARY 1, 1992 TO DECEMBER 31, 1992
ANNUAL REPORT
In 1992, Home Health CAre and Community Services continued to
provide home care and community services to the residents ofAcworth.
The following information represents a projection ofHome Health Care
and Community Services' activities in your community in 1992. The
projection is based on actual services provided from January through




TOWN OF ACWORTH 1992
DATE NAMES
4-18-92 Joseph John Hope
Suki Rae Mead
5-16-92 Glenn Carl Gendron
Penny Ann Cutler
7-4-92 Michael William Lowry
Lisa Darlene Christie
7-18-92 Peter J. L. Sleicher
Christina L. Faulkner
7-25-92 David Lee Bastian
Diana Marie Reed
RESIDENCE
DEATHS REGISTERED IN TOWN OF ACWORTH
1992
DATE NAME AGE
1-24-92 Theodore R. Pitkin, Sr. 84
1-31-92 Earl Park Rhoades 94
2-21-92 Kathleen M. McDonough 43
5-11-92 Richard R. Russell 36
7-13-92 Virginia L. Moore 65









BIRTHS REGISTERED IN ACWORTH
1992
DATE



